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Rep. Gene Ward's totally awesome budget game
April 16th, 2010 by Stephen Downes

With the Legislature nearing the finish line, there are still plenty of tough choices to be made to balance the state's sorry budget. Should we raise the barrel tax?
Deny tax credits to job-creating high-technology companies? Eliminate general excise tax exemptions for those who enjoy them now? Raid special funds? Take

away the counties' share of the transient accommodations tax? Raise taxes and fees on liquor, banks, insurance transactions, traffic abstracts and other
specialized targets? Have you given up yet? No?

Then have we got a game for you. It's called "Balance the Budget Without Raising Taxes," an Excel-based exercise in budget balancing courtesy of Republican
Rep. Gene Ward. You can make some of the same choices facing your legislators, and see the results on the bottom line. You can get it here. You'll need
Microsoft Excel on your computer and a wonkish fascination with subjects ranging from conveyance taxes to generic trials for psychotropic medications. It's no
Halo 3 — as you might surmise by the title — but it's still an interesting way to get an idea of what's being debated in the Capitol.

And naturally, "Balance the Budget Without Raising Taxes" is not just a game, it's a Facebook page for fans of fiscal conservatism (or the inexplicably fascinating
Rep. Ward).

We'll be writing about the budget next week, looking specifically at tax proposals. We welcome your thoughts on the subject, on this blog, our website, our
Letters to the Editor e-mail, Twitter, etc. etc.

Tags: budget, Excel, Gene Ward, Hawaii, taxes

This entry was posted on Friday, April 16th, 2010 at 12:05 am and is filed under 1. You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently
not allowed.

Leave a Reply

‘ Name (required)

‘ Mail (will not be published) (required)

‘ Website

Submit Comment

‘ Search this blog

1 of 4 4/19/2010 9:22 AM



The Editorial Blog| The Editorial blog, honoluluadvertiser.com | Honolulu...

2 of 4

About the author

'

Members of The Honolulu
Advertiser’s Editorial Board
contribute to this blog on a

rotating basis.

* LIRSS

. Categories

o

1(113)

. Archives

o

0O 0 0O 0O 0 0O o0 O 0O 0 0O o0 O 0O 0 o0 0o o0 o0 o0 o o o o o

- Honolulu Advertiser Blogs

o

o

o Be Strong Live Long

o

o

April 2010
March 2010
February 2010
January 2010
December 2009
November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
July 2009

June 2009

May 2009

April 2009
March 2009
February 2009
January 2009
December 2008
November 2008
October 2008
September 2008
August 2008
July 2008

June 2008

May 2008

April 2008
March 2008

Akamai Politics
Aloha from Iraq

Biz Bites
Career Changers

O

A FARME

HAWAI

Save money on auto insurance.
Spend it on what matters most.

R S

http://editorial.honadvblogs.com/2010/04/16/rep-gene-wards-totally-aw...

4/19/2010 9:22 AM



The Editorial Blog| The Editorial blog, honoluluadvertiser.com | Honolulu...

3 of 4

O 0O 0 0 o0 o0 0 0O 0O O o0 0O 0O 0O 0 o0 0O 0O 0 0O o0 0O 0O 0O O OoOOoOOo0OOo0OO0O 0O O0O 0O 0O O0O 0O 0O 0O 0O O0O 0O O0

O 0O 0O 0O 00O 0O o o0 o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Caring for Hawai‘i's Elders
Charleyworld
Chinatown, 96817
Cruisin’ Ko‘olauloa
Cultural Kapolei
DaDealMonkey

The Daily Dish

East Oahu Insider
Fo‘Reel

Furlough Fridays: Parent Forum
Game on Hawaii
Hawaiian Isles Tennis Line
Hawaii Hacks

Hawaii Island Weddings
Hawai‘i Marketing Matters
Hawaii’s Fashion Forum
He Hawai‘i Au

Hoops Talk

HPU Happenings
Inside Manoa Valley
Island Crafters

Island Tails

Island Theater Scene
Kaleo O Kalihi

KCC Notebook

Life is Good

Living With Style

‘Lost’ in Hawai'i

Midlife Crisis

Mililani Built

My Island Plate

Odds and Ends

One Doctor's Opinion
On The Cheap!

Our Turn

The Pipeline

Prep Talk

Principal Thoughts
Quarterlife Café

Real Life 101

ROC'n Robots

Samoa Help Center
Say “Alaka’i’

In the Second City
Show and Tell Hawai'i
Small Talk

Teacher at Sea

The A-Z Files

The Notebook

The Shutter

ThinkTech

UH Manoa Campus Talk
Urban Mix Plate

Valley Isle Views
Vegas, baby!

View Tube

Volcanic Ash

The Warrior Beat
Wassap Wit Dat!
WCC’s Ka ‘Ohana
World Wide Ed

Your Mileage May Vary

http://editorial.honadvblogs.com/2010/04/16/rep-gene-wards-totally-aw...

4/19/2010 9:22 AM



The Editorial Blog| The Editorial blog, honoluluadvertiser.com | Honolulu...  http://editorial.honadvblogs.com/2010/04/16/rep-gene-wards-totally-aw...

National Partners: Apartments.com Cars.com CareerBuilder.com Homefinder.com ShopLocal.com Metromix.com eHarmony.com 4info USA Weekend
Local partners: 101 Things to Do Around Hawaii Hawaii.com
Home | Local news | Sports | Business | My Advertiser | Island Life | TGIF | Opinion | Multimedia | Blogs/Forums | Classifieds | Help | Site Map
Terms of service | Privacy policy | Contact us | About us | Work for us | Gannett Foundation | Subscribe

©COPYRIGHT 2009 The Honolulu Advertiser. All rights reserved.
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights , updated March 2009.

4 of 4 4/19/2010 9:22 AM



