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Council's Aina Haina  

cemetery rejection 

IF there was any project in recent years that aroused virtually unanimous opposition, it is the 

cemetery proposed for Aina Haina. Objections to the cemetery, proposed for 95 acres at the end 

of Hind Uka Road, included funeral traffic on residential streets, unstable soils, inadequate 

drainage, noise and the presence of the ruins of a heiau.  

The City Council Parks, Health and Safety Committee has voted to kill the project, with 200 

Aina Haina residents on hand at Kalani High School the other evening to demonstrate their 

opposition. Also present to fight the project were Mayor Harris and state Reps. Barbara 

Marumoto and Gene Ward. This was clearly a popular decision.  

The question is what happens now. Chairman John Henry Felix proposed a land exchange with 

the developer, National Housing Corp. of Hawaii. This might involve the city's "Block J" 

downtown, which is suitable for housing construction, but the mayor rejects that idea. If not 

Block J, some other parcel should be considered for exchange.  

The city's Department of Land Utilization last May gave the developer tentative approval to 

subdivide the Aina Haina property for the cemetery. However, city lawyers advised that the City 

Council had to give its approval for the project to proceed.  

Felix commented, "It goes to show that once a community comes together, nothing is ever a 

done deal." But the department's preliminary OK is not easy to understand in view of all the 

problems. 
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