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Monthly Report:  OCTOBER 2009 

PHOOEY ON THE FURLOUGHS 
 

Last Friday, October 23, over 1,000 parents, teachers 
and school children gathered at the State Capitol to 
express their outrage over ñFurlough Fridays.ò  Rep. 
Ward joined the 10 AM to 1 PM protest and pledged to 
do whatever necessary to get our 170,000 kids back 
into Hawaiiôs 256 public schools.  While there is no 
simple solution to the problem, Rep. Ward believes 
nothing should be off the table including borrowing 
money from the Hurricane Relief Fund and the 
Rainy Day Fund, re -opening contract talks, as well 
as having district wavers for teachers to substitute 
planning days for teaching days, or extending the 
school day - because even 20 minutes a day could 
make a difference  
 

Ward worries that with only 163 school days left in a 
year,  furloughs for 
teachers are not 
the way to go.  
Already Hawaiiôs 
students go to 
school 2 months 
less than students 
in China and 
Indonesia, whose 
students go to 
school 220 school 
days a year.   

Rep. Ward would also like to see the mandatory school 
year changed to about 200 days so Hawaii students 
can compete INTERNATIONALLY. 
 

Rep. Ward is also working on legislation that will make 
Hawaii eligible for the $4.3 billion  of ñRace to the Topò 
federal funds being offered by President Obama to help 
charter schools and teacher performance. 
 

After the rally, Rep. Ward encouraged to keep the heat 
on all government officials, particularly the Legislature, 
who has the majority of the power to enact changes that 
will make our students whole, once again. Rep. Ward 
concluded,  ñA mind is a terrible thing to waste and 
dumbing down our kids' education is not the way we 
should go.ò 

Hawaii Kai Community Rallies 
Behind Kamilonui Farmers  

 

On Saturday, October 10, an estimated 600 people 
attended "A Day on the Farm" at R&S Nii Nursery to 
raise awareness of the farmers' plight regarding lease 
rent renegotiations. The  
event was organ- 
ized by the Kami- 
lonui Valley Farm- 
ers' Co-op and  
Rep. Gene Ward  
to support Hawaii  
Kai farmers in Ka- 
milonui Valley who  
aren't sure they'll  
be able to afford expected rent increases when their 
leases are to be renegotiated starting in April 2010.  
Among the attendees were Governor Lingle, 
Councilmembers Djou and Dela Cruz, Senate President  
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KA IWI WATCH UPDATE : 
 

Ka Iwi Reclassification Petition Filed!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rep. Ward was informed by Abbey Mayer,  
Director State Office of Planning that the promised 
petition by Governor Lingle was filed with the State 
Land Use Commission on Wednesday, October 
21, 2009, to reclassify the  Ka Iwi coast lands 
makai of the highway from the State Urban District 
to Conservation. In reaction to the news, Rep. 
Ward said, ñThis will go a long way to encouraging 
and preserving the Ka Iwi coast from any and 
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Hawaii Kai Community Rallies Behind 
Kamilonui Farmers  

Hanabusa, Senator Sam Slom, Representatives Ward 
and Berg as well as Dept of Ag Chair, Sandra Kunimoto 
and Dept. of Permitting and Planning Deputy Director 
Robert Sumitomo. 
 

Approximately 300 people signed a petition in support 
of affordable 
leases for the 
farmers. Rep. 
Ward's office is 
still getting calls 
from people who 
saw media reports 
of the event and 
want to sign the 
petition. 

The event included tours, games, prizes and a "Teach 
In" to inform attendees of both the farmer's situation 
and the importance of the farms, which serve as a 
watershed that controls flooding and purifies water that 
comes through the valley. 
 

Special thanks New Hope Hawaii Kai, Livable 
Hawaii Kai Hui, Therapy Sportsgrill, Maunalua.net, 
Malama Maunalua, Koko Crater Equestrian Center, 
Jamba Juice Hawaii, Hawaii Kai Neighborhood 
Board, Cha Cha Cha Salsaria, Larry's Hot Dogs, 
Hawaii Kai Marina Community Association, Bark 
Avenue, Sea Breeze Watersports, AnimaWellness, 
Hawaii Water Sports Center, and Maile's Thai Bistro 
for their participation and sponsorship. Thanks also 
to all members of the steering committee and 
volunteers.  
 

Most of all, thanks  
to the community  
for the huge out- 
pouring of support  
for our farmers.  
Remember, we're  
just getting started. 
There will be a res- 
olution in 2010 and  
other events  
or campaigns where you can continue to show your 
support, especially as the farmers near their 
renegotiations. To learn more about the farmers or view 
more photos, please visit  www.gene-ward.com. 
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Come to the Town Hall Meeting on Water Safety  
in Maunalua Bay  

 

Following the tragic  
death of Keahi Lum  
who lost his life wh- 
ile diving at China  
Walls in Maunalua  
Bay on October 4,  
2009, it became  
apparent that incr- 
eased use of the  
bay by boaters, kayakers, canoers, divers, and jet 
skiers, had created a more dangerous environment in 
Maunalua Bay. 
 

In response to this accident that should have never 
happened, Rep. Ward's 
office has called for a Town 
Hall Meeting to discuss the 
public safety rules and the 
problems and prospects of 
improving the safety in 
Maunalua Bay. 

 
Confirmed speakers from DLNR include, Director, 
Laura Thielen and Ed Underwood, Head of Boating 
Div. Also invited are US Coast Guard, along with all 
users of Maunalua Bay, including boaters, divers, 
swimmers, kayakers, and canoers to voice their 
opinions about what is right and what is wrong 
with the safety at the bay.  According to Ward, it is 
clear that we need to revisit what the rules are for the 
bay and who enforces them but listening to the 
community will be the top priority for the evening. The 
town hall meeting will held at Hahaione Elem. 
School Cafeteria on Tuesday, November 3, 2009, 
from 7:00 ï 8:30 PM. 

allfuture developments.ò Rep. Ward was especially 
pleased that the Ka Iwi petition had been filed after his 
and the communityôs urging of the Lingle 
Administration.  Ka Iwi is the first such petition for 
Boundary Review filed by the Office of Planning in 
about 15 years.  

 
- No Permits for Ka Iwi Filed -  

It is also important to note that the Dept of Planning and 
Permitting stated on October 27, 2009 that no 
application has been filed for any developments on Ka 
Iwi (despite persistent rumors of a ógolf academy.ô) 
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Ka Iwi Reclassification  
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Latest on YouTube 

Go to: http://www.youtube.com/user/
repgeneward  

 
 

Furlough Friday  
Day on the Farm  
Broadband Crisis  

http://www.gene-ward.com

